The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. We pray for the places of your
world that are experiencing great darkness now: where there is war, unrest, confusion,
repression. Shine your light particularly upon Ukraine, the Middle East, Venezuela,
Greenland.... we pray. Illumine the way forward for a safer, fairer, peaceful world.

Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,

May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.

Lord, we lift those areas of our local community that are struggling in darkness now...
We pray for situations where there is unemployment, trauma, abusive relationships,
hopelessness, hunger. Show us how we can bring your light into one of these places this
week: as individuals, families or as a church congregation. Go before us to illumine our
way so that we follow your lead rather than our own initiative. Give us eyes to see
where you are working and the courage to follow.

Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,

May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.

Lord, we thank you for calling each of us to be your disciples. Lord whatever we are
feeling, help us to remember that each of us is known by you, precious and deeply
loved. And each of us has a calling to follow your lead. Open our eyes to see how we can
serve you in the places you have put us: our schools, our workplaces, our homes and
families. Thank you that you know our strengths and our weaknesses and still have a
role for each of us to bring your kingdom closer. In the stillness now, show us one
person or place that you particularly want us to share your love with this week.

Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,

May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.

Lord, may your light dawn on those we know who are struggling, whether with physical
pain, anxiety, fear, depression or sadness. We particularly remember... Lord, increase
their joy in miraculous ways this week. Touch them with your compassion and your
tenderness. May they find you in new ways. Give us the grace to serve them, knowing
that, in doing so, we are serving you.

Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,

May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.

Lord, we pray for those we know who have yet to respond to your call. Surprise them
with your closeness this week. Help us not to miss the opportunities to lead them
towards you: Give us a word, a moment, a chat over coffee... help us to be willing to
step out of our routines and comfort zones to tell others about you. Make us
interruptible, we pray.

And, in the quiet now, we thank you for those who led us to you. Thank you, Lord, for
their witness.

Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,

May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.

Lord, as we go out from here may we be cleansed, refreshed and challenged by all that
we have heard and done today. Send us out to be your light bearers. Enrich us with your
word and go before us in your glory as it illumines our path. May we return next week
filled with deeper insights of you that we can share with others.

Amen

Prayers taken from Roots Resources website



