
Reflection for 14th August 2022 (Trinity 9) 

In our Gospel reading today, St Luke is trying to give us a feel of the 

urgency and drama of Jesus’ ministry as it affected the lives of the 

ordinary people he met. By doing so, he is trying to help Christians 

of his own generation who were frightened and panicky because 

they lived amidst fear, persecution, famine and natural disaster.  

The Gospel writers’ memories of Jesus included many different kinds 

of stories and teachings, but here St Luke includes words which 

sound harsh and uncompromising to us, words about division and 

conflict. They would have made a lot of sense to Luke’s audience, 

because they spoke of the real repercussions of Jesus’ radical 

message – Good News, yes, but it was the sort of news which could 

bring crisis to families and communities, because uncomfortable 

choices had to be made. 

By recalling these words of Jesus, Luke reminds his readers that 

Jesus’ way is not the soft option: don’t be surprised if the authorities 

are angry with you, or even if members of your own family turn 

against you, because Jesus told you it would be like this. 

That was exactly what was happening in the young churches around 

the Mediterranean at that time. These were deeply troubled times; 

many of the first Christians had Jewish roots, and Judaism around 

the time the Gospels were written was experiencing massive 

tensions. We can only guess at the daily struggles the first followers 

of Jesus faced: to be able to hold on to your faith must have been a 

huge challenge. 

Jesus reminded people that they sometimes had great difficulty 

working out the meaning of events as they happened. They may 

have been good at forecasting the weather for their crops, but they 

could not see that in front of their very eyes was the unique Son of 

God, the one whom they had been longing to see, the Messiah, the 

love and grace of God in human form, the Word made flesh. 

And for people in any age, especially when they are caught up in the 

crises of daily life, it is difficult to see the meaning of the present. 

But the New Testament reminds us that the impact of Jesus is 

timeless: Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever – his word 

has an impact on any generation and always comes with urgency 

and life.                                                       Bob Whittle 


